
Lochyside RC Primary School, 

Lochyside, 

FORT WILLIAM 

PH33 7NX                                        Telephone: 01397 703377 

                                                    e-mail:violet.smith@highland.gov.uk 

 

26th January 2015 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

ENROLMENT WEEK 

This is Enrolment Week. 

Children who are due to start school in August should be enrolled at the school 

any day this week from 9.00am – 3.15pm. 

Parents are requested to bring along the child's birth certificate. 

 

SCOTTISH THEMED WEEK 

Pupils in all classes participated in a wide range of activities based on Scottish 

culture and Scots Language last week. 

On Friday we had an excellent Burns Assembly, with almost all the children 

dressed in tartan. Each class performed some of Robert Burns' best known songs 

and poems, Aine O'Rua played the clarsach, Jac Currie played the bagpipes and 

Fay MacKinnon danced the Highland Fling – we were so impressed with each of 

their performances. 

Everyone joined in “Auld Lang Syne” at the end of the Assembly. 

It was a great experience for everyone involved. 

There will be some photographs of the Assembly and our Scottish Week 

activities on our school website very soon. 

 

NETBALL LEAGUE 

The Lochaber Primary Schools Netball League begins this week. Our netball team 

will play against other local primary schools over the next few weeks. 

Full details of dates and times of matches will be sent home as soon as final 

arrangements have been confirmed. 

 

DRUMFUN WORKSHOP 

All classes will take part in the Drumfun Workshop on Wednesday 4th February. 

Pupils in all classes will have a timetabled session with Steve Sharpe. He will 

teach the children about percussion music, and the children will have 

opportunities to play a wide selection of instruments including some large African 

drums. 

The Drumfun Workshop is always one of the great highlights of the school year, 

and we look forward to welcoming Steve back to Lochyside. 
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BOOK LAUNCH 

Local children's author Barry Hutchison will visit our school on Wednesday 5th  

February at 10.50am. 

Mr. Hutchison will be launching his latest children's novel, “The Shark-Headed 

Bear – Thing”, and he will talk to the children about the story. 

Copies of the novel will be on sale during his presentation. 

Please note that there is NO obligation for the children to buy the book. 

Mr. Hutchison will return to the school on Thursday 6th February to sign copies 

of the book. 

 

UNICEF DAY FOR CHANGE 

As a Rights Respecting School, we will be taking part in the annual UNICEF Day 

for Change on Friday 6th February. 

This year's theme is Children in Emergencies – protecting children caught in 

emergencies such as the Philippines typhoon and the Syria conflict. 

To raise money for this charity we will have a non-uniform day.  For a donation 

of £1.00 the children can come to school dressed in their favourite colour.  

We will have a Bake Sale during the morning interval. 

Donations of homebaking will be very much appreciated. 

 

PRIMARY 7 – ROAD SAFETY PERFORMANCE 

On Friday 6th February our Primary 7 pupils will participate in a Road Safety 

presentation in the school hall. 

The title of the presentation is “The Journey”, and it will be performed by a 

visiting theatre group. It will last for one hour. 

The presentation is part of the pupils' Health and Wellbeing programme of work. 

 

EDUCATION SUNDAY MASS 

Sunday 8th February is Catholic Education Sunday. 

Our pupils are asked to take part in the Sunday Mass at 10.30am at St. John's 

Church, Caol. 

The readings, prayers and hymns will be led by the children.  

The children are asked to sit at the front of the church with school staff, and 

to wear their school uniform. 

The theme of the Mass is “The Joy of the Gospel”> 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Violet Smith 

Head Teacher 

 


