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_____ ___
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Lochyside RC Primary School 
The Highland Council 
 
Recently, as you may know, my colleagues and I visited and inspected your child’s school.  
Throughout our visit, we talked to many parents and children and we worked closely with the 
headteacher and staff.  We wanted to find out how well children were learning and achieving 
and how well the school supported children to do their best.  The headteacher shared with us 
the school’s successes and priorities for improvement.  We looked at some particular aspects 
of the school’s recent work including children’s understanding of how well they are learning 
and achieving.  We also looked at the effectiveness of approaches to making learning more 
active and linked to real-life situations, including strategies to support dyslexia.  As a result, 
we were able to find out how good the school was at improving children’s education.  I would 
now like to tell you what we found. 
 
How well do children learn and achieve? 
 
Children are learning and achieving very well, both in and beyond the classroom.  They are 
developing their skills and confidence very effectively within an outstandingly positive climate.  
Across the school, children are highly motivated by a rich and stimulating variety of active 
learning experiences.  They enjoy working in pairs, groups and individually to complete 
exciting tasks in real-life situations.  Children make choices in their learning and feel that their 
views are taken seriously.  They can explain clearly what they are learning and how they can 
improve their work.  Children are becoming skilled in supporting others in identifying their next 
steps in learning.  At all stages, children are now ready to take on increased responsibilities in 
planning their learning within the classroom to enable them to be more analytical and 
creative.  Valuable contributions from churches, the community and parents greatly enhance 
children’s learning and promote Catholic values.  Children benefit from sampling local rural 
skills through the “Seed to Supper” project which gives children an insight into traditional 
methods of preparing crops for cooking. 
 
Children are developing important skills and attributes from participating in a wide variety of 
clubs and activities out of class.  They gain personal and citizenship skills through their roles 
as study and reading buddies, leading charity work, and as members of an extensive range of 
committees.  The international art project, Room 13, enhances children’s creative and 
business skills.  Art work is of high-quality and is shared widely through display.  Children are 
making very positive progress in language and mathematics.  They are very articulate in 
giving their views and opinions, while using an increasing variety of vocabulary.  Children 
enjoy reading and are skilful in talking about the techniques that authors use.  At all stages, 
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topic work is used as a context to motivate children to write imaginatively.  Children are 
learning French, Gaelic and Scots.  There is a need to ensure better continuity in developing 
children's skills in French and Gaelic.  Children are learning to use their numeracy skills in 
different ways.  For example, younger children are skilled in handling money.  Children at the 
middle stages have a sound understanding of time, and those at the upper stage have a solid 
grasp of a range of mathematical processes.  At all stages, children are developing a very 
secure understanding of health and wellbeing. 
 
How well does the school support children to develop and learn? 
 
The school provides high-quality support to help children to develop and learn.  There are 
major strengths in the way it does so.  Staff know children very well and use this knowledge 
very effectively to plan tasks.  As a result, almost all children are learning at an appropriate 
pace.  Those requiring support in their learning are making very good progress.  The 
specialist support teacher is creative in her approach to supporting learners.  She uses strong 
and inclusive approaches to supporting dyslexia that have been shared nationally as an 
example of best practice.  Classroom assistants are very skilled in supporting individuals and 
groups.  Children maintain very detailed records of their learning to show the progress that 
they are making.  Overall, the school is making very effective use of Curriculum for 
Excellence to improve its curriculum and the quality of outcomes for all children.  The 
curriculum is based on purposeful and engaging learning within local, national and global 
contexts.  It promotes important values and behaviours which are reinforced by staff having 
high expectations of children’s potential.  Staff have developed a number of relevant contexts 
for children to apply and practise their literacy and numeracy skills.  They are now well placed 
to do more of this by embedding further these important skills in different areas of the 
curriculum.  Further steps need to be taken to ensure that children’s learning in all curriculum 
areas builds in a progressive way from stage to stage. 
 
How well does the school improve the quality of its work? 
 
We are confident that the school will continue to improve the quality of its work.  The 
headteacher has been very successful in sustaining high standards for learners over time.  
Her leadership of the school is outstanding.  She is very well supported and respected by staff 
and parents.  Together, they are all motivated to achieve the best for children.  The 
headteacher and staff discuss standards to bring about improvement, especially in languages 
and mathematics.  They should continue with their plans to extend these approaches to 
tracking to include more fully all areas of children’s learning.  The views of children and 
parents are sought regularly on improving the school.  Parents are very satisfied with the 
quality of education.  They appreciate the many forms of information and support provided by 
the headteacher and her staff.  As a result of children’s efforts, the school has gained fairtrade 
status and two green flags as part of the Eco-Schools Scotland award scheme.  To help the 
school to continue to build on its strong performance, we worked with the headteacher, staff 
and children to identify targets and strategies for the school’s plans for improvement.  The 
school is very well placed to improve further by building on its many strengths. 
 
This inspection of your school found the following key strengths. 
 
• Children who are keen to do their best and who are achieving very well. 
• The ways in which staff have been developing high-quality, stimulating and enjoyable 

learning experiences. 
• The school’s very positive, caring and inclusive ethos. 
• The positive impact on sustaining high standards of self-evaluation and the outstanding 

leadership provided by the headteacher. 
• Effective partnerships with parents, churches and the community to improve the quality of 

children’s learning. 
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We discussed with staff and the education authority how they might continue to improve the 
school.  This is what we agreed with them. 
 
• Continue to build on the very good practice in self-evaluation to ensure continuous 

improvement in learning and achievement. 
• Develop further procedures to gauge children’s progress across all areas of learning. 
 
What happens at the end of the inspection? 
 
We are satisfied with the overall quality of provision.  We are confident that the school’s 
self-evaluation processes are leading to improvements.  As a result, we will make no further 
visits in connection with this inspection.  The local authority will inform parents about the 
school’s progress as part of the authority's arrangements for reporting to parents on the 
quality of its schools. 
 
 
Joan C. Esson 
HM Inspector 
 
Additional inspection evidence, such as details of the quality indicator evaluations, for your 
school can be found on the Education Scotland website at 
http://www.hmie.gov.uk/ViewEstablishment.aspx?id=7881&type=2. 
 
Please contact us if you want to know how to get the letter in a different format, for example, 
in a translation.  You can contact us at enquiries@educationscotland.gsi.gov.uk or write to us 
at BMCT, Education Scotland, Denholm House, Almondvale Business Park, Almondvale 
Way, Livingston EH54 6GA. 
 
If you want to give us feedback or make a complaint about our work, please contact 01506 
600200, or write to us at the above address or e-mail: 
feedback@educationscotland.gsi.gov.uk. 


