
LOCHYSIDE RC PRIMARY SCHOOL 

50 YEAR ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 

 

MASS OF THANKSGIVING 

On Friday 12th September Mgr. James 

MacNeil, Diocesan Administrator, Fr. Roddy 

McAulay and Fr. Michael MacDonald 

concelebrated a beautiful Mass of 

Thanksgiving with the children and staff. 

The Mass took place in the school hall and 

helped us all to give thanks for the 50 years 

of learning in our school. 

We were joined by families, friends, former 

pupils, former staff and members of the 

local community who have strong links with the school.  

 

GOLDEN BALLOONS 

After Mass everyone went outside to the 

school grounds where the children released 

100 golden balloons into the air.  Each pupil 

had attached a name card, so we hope that 

if the balloons are found the cards will be 

posted back to the school letting us know 

how far the balloons have travelled. 

 

TIME CAPSULE 

The children filled a time capsule with a variety of items 

that reflect our school in 2014. These included 

photographs, school badge and school tie, books, eco 

items, a CD of music, school brochure, jotters and even 

some brightly coloured loom bands! The time capsule was 

buried under a tree in the garden area by the oldest and 

youngest pupils in the school – Shannon P7 and Aaron P1. 

 

SIXTIES THEME 

As the school was opened in 

1964, activities for the children 

during the day were based on 

the Sixties theme – music, art, 

fashion and games. 

Younger pupils enjoyed a workshop making balloon 

animals, and older pupils had a Zumba session led by 

Anne-Marie Dillon. 



OPEN DAY 

We were delighted to see many visitors 

throughout the day. They enjoyed looking at 

displays of photographs and memorabilia, 

visiting the classroom and having a delicious 

buffet lunch. We were happy to answer their 

questions, to chat with them and to give guided 

tours around our school building and outdoor 

areas. 

 

GRAND CEILIDH 

In the evening we had a celebration ceilidh with lots 

of music, songs and dancing. 

The Lochaber Pipe Band played in the courtyard at 

the beginning of the evening, and we were joined by 

many local musicians and singers. 

Children from all classes performed some beautiful 

songs for audience. 

To mark this special occasion a poem was written 

called “Golden Years at Lochyside”, and a fiddle 

tune called “The Half Century March for Lochyside 

School” was specially composed for us by Mr. Angus Grant. 

 

50 YEARS OF MEMORIES CELEBRATION MAGAZINE 

We have produced a 50 Years Celebration Magazine. It is a 

full colour, glossy magazine full of past and present 

photographs, memories and school history. 

We have much appreciated everyone's support in providing 

the information to help make this magazine possible. 

It is a real keepsake for anyone who has been involved at 

Lochyside in any way over the past 50 years. 

The magazine is priced at £4.00, and copies can be bought 

at the school office.   

 

 

 


