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                LOCHYSIDE RC PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

             STANDARDS AND QUALITY SUMMARY FOR PARENTS 

 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

Lochyside RC Primary School is a community of faith which builds on strong 

partnerships between home, school and the parish to support children's learning. 

 

At the beginning of this school session 

we celebrated the 50th anniversary of 

the opening of our school. All classes 

took part in an Open Day of 

Celebration which showcased our pupils' 

special achievements. It was a day of 

great joy for pupils, staff, families 

and the wider community. 

 

This leaflet gives a summary of the 

successes and achievements of the 

school during the academic year August 

2014 – June 2015. 

 

HOW GOOD ARE WE AT RECOGNISING ACHIEVEMENT AND RAISING 

ATTAINMENT? 

Pupils at all stages are motivated and keen to learn. 

The environments in which our children learn are of a quality nature, challenging 

and supportive. There is a very positive ethos throughout the school which makes 

the children feel valued and safe. 

The priorities set out in our School Improvement Plan continue to have a 

measurable impact on the achievement and attainment of all pupils.  

Our pupils sit baseline assessments in Primary 1, and standardised assessments 

in the core skills of literacy and numeracy in Primaries 2 – 7. 

Curriculum for Excellence attainment levels in Reading, Writing and Mathematics 

continue to exceed the authority average, with many pupils exceeding these 

levels earlier than would be expected. 

We ensure that our pupils receive opportunities to reach their full potential, and 

we will continue to build on existing good practice. 

 

Our pupils continue to develop the capacity to be successful, confident and 

responsible by actively contributing to the life of the school and the wider 

community. We provide a wide range of high quality opportunities for pupils to 

achieve in a variety of ways. 
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The successes of our pupils are acknowledged and widely celebrated in a variety 

of ways: 

Assemblies, Excellence Awards, Learning Portfolios, Wall Displays, School 

Website, Local Media and Pupil Progress Reports. 

 
 

NATIONAL INITIATIVES 

Lochyside RC Primary School has continued to participate in three national 

initiatives, and progress in all three developments is very good - 

 

 1+2 Languages Project 

 Technology – Enhanced Professional Learning (TEPL) 

 Pope Francis Faith Awards 

 

This year we were delighted to be 

chosen by Education Scotland to 

take part in a “Conversation about 

Learning for Sustainability” in 

recognition of our achievements in 

global citizenship and sustainable 

development education as themes 

across learning within the 

Curriculum for Excellence. 

Positive outcomes were highlighted in relation to: 

 confidence and skills of learners 

 learning experiences and motivation of learners 

 staff morale, wellbeing and motivation 

 community partnerships and community spirit 

The final report was shared with international delegates at the UNESCO World 

Conference of Education for Sustainable Development in Japan. 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

We provide a wide range of experiences to allow our children the opportunity to 

achieve success, and there are many opportunities for the children to be involved 

in supporting achievements within the local community. 

This year has seen many achievements for the school -  

 

 Fairtrade School Status (Year 5) – Fair Achiever Award  

 Fourth Eco-Schools Green Flag Award 

 Harvest Festival – 20 bags of groceries delivered to elderly people in our 

local community 

 Hallowe'en Disco 

 Prize Bingo Night - £2000.00 raised for School Fund 
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 Dance Platform Showcase at Lochaber High School 

 Remembrance Day Assembly 

 P6 Victorian Tea Party 

 50 Christmas Boxes donated to Blythswood 

 Christmas Concert - £900.00 raised 

 Christmas Carol Singing at Mosspark Nursing Home and Invernevis House 

 Lochaber Housing Association Christmas Card Competition Winner  

 Lochaber Music Festival - Church Guilds Trophy - P1/2 

 Skiing Awards - P7 

 Winners of Lochaber Primary Schools Netball League 

 Winners of the Lochaber Primary Schools Netball Tournament 

 Runners-Up at the Lochaber Primary Schools Swimming Gala 

 Runners-Up at the Lochaber Schools Inter-School Sports 

 P4 received the Sacraments of Confirmation, Reconciliation and First 

       Holy Communion 

 Education Sunday Children's Mass – Liturgy prepared and led by pupils 

 Pupils led the Lenten Stations of the Cross in St. John’s Church (P3 – P7) 

 P6 visited the Scotland Street Victorian School Museum in Glasgow 

 P4 participated in the Seed to Supper Project 

 Fairtrade Coffee Morning - £560.00 raised 

 Fairtrade Football Matches  

 Lochaber Rotary Club Poetry Competition  

 P5 took part in an outdoor learning project in Glen Nevis 

 Lochaber Provincial Mod – Under 13 Choir – Winner's Award 

 Summer Fete - £4350.00 raised for School Fund 

 P7 participated in three RE Workshops with the Craig Lodge Team 

 Ten pupils participated in the Diocesan Youth Pilgrimage to Iona 

 Whole school trip to the Highland Folk Museum, Newtonmore 

 Lochyside’s Got Talent Competition 
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PRESENTATIONS / WORKSHOPS FOR PUPILS 

The pupils’ learning experiences have been enhanced through their participation in 

many presentations and workshops throughout the year: 

 Barry Hutchison, Author – Launch of New Novel : All Classes 

 Cosmos Planetarium Presentation: P1 - P7 

 Flashmob Dance Workshop: P5 / P6 / P7 

 Fairtrade Presentation: P3 – P7 

 Parliament Outreach Workshop: P7 

 Christmas Unwrapped Workshop: P1 – P7 

 Easter Cracked Workshop: P1 – P7 

 Drumfun Workshop: P1 – P7 

 Gaelic Singing Sessions: P5/P6/P7 

 Generation Science Workshops: P3  – 

 P7 

 Traditional Music (Youth Music 

 Initiative): P5/6 

 Kodaly Music Sessions: P3/4 

 Bikeability Training: P7 

 

 

 

THEMED WEEKS 

 Walk to School Week  October 2014 / May 2015 

 Literacy Week   November 2014 

 Scottish Week   January 2015 

 Fairtrade Fortnight  February / March 2015 

 

CHARITY FUNDRAISING 

Our school has raised £1267.00 for various charities throughout the year: 

 

  £267.00  for Children in Need 

  £600.00 for Mary’s Meals 

  £100.00 for Poppy Scotland 

  £300.00  for UNICEF Day for Change 

 

 

SPORTING OPPORTUNITIES 

 Swimming Lessons 

 Skiing Lessons 

 Mountain Biking at Nevis Range 

 Rugby Training 

 Shinty Training 

 Basketball Festival 

 Badminton Festival 
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 Tennis Festival 

 Netball Training 

 Judo Sessions 

 Yoga Sessions 

 First Club Golf 

 Football Training 

 Inter-School Sports 

 Swimming Gala 

 

 

   

HOW WELL DO WE MEET THE NEEDS OF OUR PUPILS AND OUR WIDER 

SCHOOL COMMUNITY? 

Our pupils remain highly motivated and eager participants in their learning. The 

positive ethos at Lochyside RC Primary is excellent, and has been highlighted as 

a particular strength by visitors to the school. Pupils, staff and parents all have 

a strong sense of identity with the school. 

 

Pupils' progress is tracked through professional dialogue with staff, sampling of 

class work, classroom observations, learning conversations with pupils and analysis 

of assessments. 

 

Learning visits to classrooms indicate clearly that the children are being provided 

with very positive experiences in their learning. Active learning is prominent at 

all stages, and our children have many opportunities to work collaboratively in a 

significant number of curricular areas. 

Teachers share learning intentions and develop success criteria with the learners, 

and also provide praise, encouragement and positive feedback to the pupils. This 

has greatly improved the pupils' learning experiences, increased their motivation 

and assisted in their overall development as learners. 

The behaviour and attitude of our pupils is of a very high standard, and this is 

commented upon by visitors to the school and people in the wider community. 

Support for pupils continues to be a major strength of the school, and the 

progress and effectiveness of all intervention and support is monitored regularly. 

 

Pupils' Learning Portfolios reflect the Curriculum for Excellence.  

Pupils engage in meaningful learning conversations with staff. 

We continue to share our good practice with schools across Highland Council. 

Parents play a vital part in their children's education, and are committed to the 

school. They are an integral part of the school community and of their children's 

learning. 

Our Parent Council works effectively for the pupils and the school. Parents, 

pupils and staff work in close partnership to move the school forward and ensure 
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that the experiences and opportunities we provide help our children to overtake 

the four capacities of the Curriculum for Excellence and become Successful 

Learners, Confident Individuals, Responsible Citizens and Effective Learners. 

 

HOW GOOD IS OUR LEADERSHIP? 

Leadership has been highlighted as a particular strength by our Quality 

Improvement Officer.  

Staff at all levels play a strong distributed role in leading improvement and 

innovation in learning and teaching which focuses on ensuring high quality learning 

experiences for all our pupils. 

All staff and parents at Lochyside RC Primary School share in the vision to 

enable the children to be all they can be. 

Pupils are regularly asked their views on how to improve learning. 

Our Learning Council carry out surveys among pupils and discuss their findings 

with the Head Teacher. 

 

WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO NEXT? 

We will build on our very good practices to maintain the highest possible 

standard of education for our pupils. 

We will continue to use school self-evaluation to identify our strengths and areas 

for development. 

 

In August 2015 we will be joined by staff and pupils from Fort William RC 

Primary School. 

Transition visits throughout this year have proved to be successful. We look 

forward to working closely with the new members of our school community, and 

we are confident that our existing positive ethos will be enhanced by our new 

partnership. 

 

OUR PRIORITIES FOR NEXT SESSION ARE: 

 To establish a Nursery environment which is conducive to quality learning 

and teaching experiences 

 To continue to implement the 1+2 Languages Programme 

 To continue to develop pupils' skills in learning 

 To provide intervention and support for pupils with additional support needs 

and their families through partnership working 

 To prepare for the transition to the new school campus – St. Columba's RC 

Primary School (August 2016) 

  

Violet Smith 

Head Teacher 

 

June 2015 


