
 

23rd February 2016 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

NEW SCHOOL CAMPUS 
 

We have decided to write a joint newsletter because as the new Joint 

Campus gets nearer completion it is understandable that certain rumours 

and misconceptions start creeping into people’s minds.  

 

We hope that through this letter we can allay some fears and give you an 

idea of how we see things working on the new campus. 

 

OPENING DATE 

The opening date is now September. This unfortunate slide on the date has 

been caused by very good reasons. Both schools originally were due to open 

with fewer classes than is currently the case, however, there was always 

the ability to add extra classrooms above the nurseries should the need 

arise in the future. Given the rising number of pupils in both schools and 

the proposed house building around Caol it seemed prudent to build the 

extra classrooms now while the contractors were on site. This of course led 

to new plans, new contracts and a delay. 

 

There is a slim chance of the school being ready in the summer but that 

depends on the weather… so if it is in September it will be over the In-

Service weekend. We will close for packing on the 22nd & 23rd Sept, 

Pickfords will flit our resources over the weekend and we will have three 

closure days to unpack and get organised; Mon 26th, Tue 27th & Wed 28th 

Sept. The new schools will then open to pupils again on Thursday 29th 

September 2016. 

 

 

ACCOMMODATION / FACILITIES 

Caol will now have 10 classrooms, a GP room, a staffroom, a staff base, 3 

Learning Support Rooms, HT & DHT offices and 2 nursery rooms. 

 

St Columba’s will now have 6 classrooms, a GP room, a staffroom, a staff 

base, 2 Learning Support Rooms, HT office and 1 nursery room. 

 

Please remember that the two schools will still run as two separate schools. 

Each school will have its own Head Teacher, staff, uniform and curriculum. 



SHARED FACILITIES 

We will be sharing certain areas of the school i.e. the gym hall, the main 

office, meeting room, canteen spaces and the Additional Support Needs 

area. 

 

WORKING TOGETHER 

It is important to know that the schools are not competing with each other 

but will be working alongside each other to give the pupils of Caol and St. 

Columba’s a wonderful, educational experience regardless of what school 

they attend. 

 

There will be opportunities for the pupils to work together. Staff in both 

schools are excited at the prospect of working together, when appropriate, 

and bouncing ideas off someone working at the same stage and on the same 

subjects. Part of Curriculum for Excellence asks teachers to moderate work 

with others to ensure there is progression and consistency - what better 

way to do this than to talk together with colleagues down the corridor? 

 

We intend to have the school day aligned so that start, break, lunch and 

home times are the same for everyone. The children will be given every 

opportunity to mix in the playground. Most of the pupils in both schools 

know each other very well as they are already neighbours or attend out of 

school activities together.  

 

Any issues or incidents will be dealt with in a consistent manner following 

policies that we have drawn up together. Of course there will be teething 

problems but we are both committed to ensuring that this unique school in 

the Highlands is a success. 

 

When we do open there will be issues around parking as the existing Caol 

School needs to be demolished so the car park can be built. This will 

require everyone’s patience and understanding! 

If you have any questions or wish to see the current plans please contact 

either of us. 

 

Kind Regards, 

 

Violet Smith          Head Teacher -  St Columba’s RC Primary School 

Steven Hamilton      Head Teacher –  Caol Primary School 


